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INCOMING 





2002 
of 9.12.46 
Cypher/OTP 





Foreign Office 


AN i lL 


2002 of December 


Addressed to Rome, telegram No, 
9th, repeated to Holy See 114 and Buenos 


"Times" of December 2nd contains report from 


Aires that Argentine Government 
million immigrants starting at 


Pather Jose Clemente 


5. If Buenos Aires can confirm the truth of this 


importance of giving priority to refugees in any such scheme, 


4. The Vatican might also be asked to support you in 


Holy See 
tel, no, CONFIDENTIAL, 
114 
its correspondent in Buenos 
are willing to receive four 
rate of 30,000 monthly, They are said to have sent a 
delegate to New York to purchase Ships for this purpose,* 

2. Report adds that a priest, 

Silva, is to leave for Europe immediately with Ambassador's 
rank and will establish his headquarters in Rome for the 
purpose of selecting immigrants, 

report, you might approach Father Silva and stress the 
this, especially since so many of these refugees are 
Catholics, 

5. Even the Italian Government may concur in 
granting of priority to their refugees in view of their 
firm desire to see these people removed from Italian soil. 
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; ft en ith for your information 
copy of a Kote which I hav scéived from the 
eine a : any ike | - = AL ‘ 
vatican on the eeneral subifect o' the resettle- 
* rT} oF a +f ‘yz cy | , $ ~_—- . 
nt of refurees. it is in renly to ea emorandum 
2 a " to tras ; pe ; = . 
ich i sent to Monsignor Montini at Sir Georre 
vo. = : i. M r ' 3 e 
Rendel's request. I think 17 snowed vou this 
f *% = Naas : y, . mo & J << * _ . , . . 
emorandum? he Vatican “ote contributes nothing 
w or concrete, t it coes abound in expressions 
; OAw4 ann = 4 . - - : ' 
ep oodwill G readiness to collaborate. TI 
talked to Monsignor Monti 
me t} P + t} n, nr ne : G . —_ Fr + > R . . 
| hat proposed new Vatican agency is still 
on". T told him Vou 
re. + » ; OD tenes ~~ » 5 : _ b ; S 
anted to mest him and he said he would see vou 
16en he returns from the holiday on which he 
starts tomorrow. But he said hat you should 
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€ INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES 


Reference; 8/207 Allied Commission Headquarters, 


(Room 4.7, 3rd floor annex), 


Rome. 


/ ae; = elf ; SL 4 Via Vittorio Veneto 33, 


a7 8s (Telephone: 471322). 
aie ( 16th September, 19)6. 
Dear Sir D'Arcy Osborne, 
Thank you for your note of the llth September. 


I act as Resident Representative in Italy of the “Intergovern- 
mental Committee on Refugees" (IGCR). | 


IGCR was formed as a result of the Evian Conference on refugees 
convened in July 1938 on the initiative of President Roosevelt. 
IGCR is an official international humanitarian organisation 
consisting of thirty-six member Governments with an Executive 
Committee of nine Governments. 


I do not think that it is necessary to give you an account of 
the activities and developments in IGCR since 1938, but the enclosed 
papers of recent date will, I hope, give you an idea of the present 
position. These papers are not confidential, but I should be glad 
if you will treat them as personal to you. I have underlined 
points of interest. 


I also send you a copy of my letter to Monsignor Carroll, to 


| which so far I have not received a reply. I should be grateful 


His Excellency Sir D'Arcy Osborne, K.C.M.G., 
British Minister to the Holy See, 
Piazza del Parliamento 1, 


for any information on this which you care to give me, 


Although the "International Refugee Organization" is not yet 
in being, you will see, I think, from the enclosed material that 
those now working with IGCR are likely to be concerned in I.R.O. 
activities later. 


Sir Herbert Emerson was appointed at the beginning of 1939 
High Commissioner for Refugees under the Protection of the League 
of Nations, and has since carried this appointment concurrently with 
that of Director of the IGCR under its Executive Committee. I 
receive a very limited emount of League of Nations money from him 
as High Commissioner for the specific purpose of assistance to 
"Nansen" Emigré Russians of the first world wer. These funds are 
coming to an end, and how further assistance after 1946 can be given 
is at present obscure. Persons within this group could however 
possibly be given financial help towards immigration transport 
expenses under the extended powers of IGCR, 


I shall be gled at any time to give you any further informtion 
which you may wish. 


Yours sincerely, 


spr 


R ent Representative, 
I eG C oR . 





Rome. 








Allie@ Comission Headiqwarters, 
Via Vittoric Veneto 53 
(Room 47, 3rd fleor annex), 
ROMS. 


(Gelephone: 471322). 
9th Septexber, 1944. 


Dear Monsignor Carroll, 


Thenk you for the interesting talk we had on Satuway 
at the Vatican. I think you would like tc heve em outline 
af cur work, which you my care to show to Iiis lnwellienc 
Nensignor Montini, whos I hope to have ths pleasure of 
mecting soon. 


I enclose a copy af one of our monthly reports, wich 
vill give you on idea of the current activities of the 
Comittec in various countries. 


Hitherte the care and maintenance ganerelly of refugees 
in Ttely has, in the first instance, been Ge concem of che 
Displeced Persons Granch of the Allied Causission and of Ulitus, 
although we have slse been active in say wys in the welfare snd 
assistance of refugees who could not obtain help from other sources. 
(iso, as representative here of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees under the Protection af the League of Nations, I have 
been able to help certain persons whose refugee status datea 
fron after the first Worlé War and uho have, uider the Nansen 
scheme, been eligible for international protection. 


4s you know, those bodies will not continue indefinitely, 
and the fommticn of som more pemanent Intemational Selugee 
Organization is now the concern of the United Mations. 


In the meantime, a creat deal of preparatexy work is 
being dane commected with the realistic survey of the 
mudbers, nationalities, professions, aspirations am so on of 
the residuel groups of refugees who for verious reasons may not 
be repatricble to their om ocountrics. 


In this comection I should emphasise thet the primary 
concern af ay intermetional bedy concerned with retugees 
ra cspiaced persons is repetrictia, although their right 
of choice, mede in camplete freedom ani after receiving full 
knoviledge of the facts, is accepted as an established principle. 





We know that there are large mubers of displaced persons 
of the Catholic Faith who are firmly detensined not to return 
t their ow countries, who will eventually com within the 
benefits of the International Refugee Organization, and vho are 
now within the scope of ovr om activities, Por these people 
there may be many possibilities of resettlement in some of the 
South Mmericen countries, where the influence of the Yetiocan 
would be of such invhluable assistance in inducing these States 
to adont « liberal attitude towards emigration. 


g@msignor Welter S. Carroll, 
Secretariat of State of Fis Noliness, 
Vatican City. 














(2) 






There are several projects of group resettlemnt, at present 
being considered, notably one for Brasil, were our ropresentatives 


We should like to act in the closest touch with the Vatican 
in all these activities, so that our efforts my be co-operative 
and may not overlap. We know that His Holiness would be deeply 
concerned in this vast humanitarian problem and thet efforts have 
already been made by representatives of the Vatican to develop 
proposals for résetilemeat. I, as representative of our 
Committee in Italy, should be glad to co-operate fully in such 
proposals, and would be able to make practical suggestions with 
regain to financiel assistance in transportation and settlement. 


I think that Mr. Norris has already appealed to His Holiness 
for his gracious help in the creation of a favoureble public 
opinion in coumtries of reception of refugees, md in particular 
towards the building up of indigenwis orgsnisations for their care 
and welfare. I should be much interested to hear the results 
of his appeei. 


Apart from group resettlement, we are paying partioular 
attention te the emigretian of family units or individuals, which 
we hope will, as time goes on, miterially reduce the size of the 
problem. Many refugees come to us wic have already decided on 
practical lines what they want to do, and have cbteined «ll their 
permits to eaigrete, but have not the means to pey for their 
transpotiation, Subject to certain conditions (those which are 
likely to be adopted by the Intemetional Refugee Organisation) 
we ban assist financially towards their transportation costs. 

We wish to exploit in every way we can opportunities for 
individual emigration (where repatriation is not in question) end 
to eellaborate with every authoriiy or agency who is working 

ii thé saue fielc © help refugees with their documents and 
ectuel movement axrengements. In meny cases the help of the 
Vatican in obteining visas at the Consulates would be of the 
greatest assistance. 


T gathered from our conversation that a branch of the Secretariat 
of State of His Holiness is likely to be formed which will be 
concecned with resettlement problems, and I should be grateful 
for any informe.tion you can give me with regawi to it, I should 
like to establish a practical liaison with those @ho are dealing 
with actual cases of emigration, and will be glad te come and 
Giscuss this further with you at your convenience, 


ly telephone is No. 4715226 
Yours sineerely, 


Lt.Gol. Julian L. Taul.n, 
Resident Representative, 
I.G.O Re 
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British Legation to the Holy See, 





R O M Ee 


91/5/46 August 8th 1946, 


My aear Rendel, 





Your letter (WR 1944/441/48) of July 22nd reach- 
ed me at Paris on my way back here from England. I to-daay 
spoke briefly to the Pope ana at Length to Monsignor Montini 
on the subject and found both of them very receptive. 
Montini hsa@ a lot to say. 


ae He assured me that the problem was one that the 
Pope had very much at heart. Cardinal Rossi had been in- 
structed to expand some small aiready existing committee into 
a larger and more active body. All Nuncios hsave been asked 
to produce all relevant information. The South American 
countries have been appealed to and ap arently with hoveful 
results. It is hoped that Paraguay will accept 200,000 
and the Americsn Bishops hope in all to send half a million 
ers to the different South American countries. A 
Bishop Simonds from Melbourne has been here recently and is 
elieved to be in England (perhaps you know all about 


him); he has come to Europe to arrange for 70,000 settlers 
in Australia. Canada, suggested Montini, with its vast 
un 


developed areas should be able to absorb all the Poles! 

ter climate woula not bother them and they 
would make good citizens. In this connection T enclose a 
cutting from the “Osservatore Romano" about a statement by 
Cardinal MacGuigan of Toronto. Maybe the Vatican have in- 
structed him to try to bring pressure to bear in Canada. 
I should expect that the Vatican have little understanding 
of, or respect for, the policies of the Dominions. f®hey 
see these vast spaces on the nap and they would regard a 
policy of exclusion as unChristian, dog-in-the-manger egoism. 
In general both the Pope and Montini took too optimistic 
& view of the possibilities of obtaining the necessary terri- 
tory and facilities for settlement, whether in the Dominions, 
Latin America or elsewhere. I tried to correct this. 


a4 Montini said that Vatican experience was that 
there were three major problems involved: (1) the selection 
of the right people in national groups, the elimination of 
undesirables and, in general, the screening and briefing of 
the intended settlers, (2) the assurance of proper living 
conditions from the various points of view of health and 


reasonable... 


Sir George Rendel K.C.M.G., 


Foreign Oftice. 














reasonable happiness, economic self-sufficiencecy and 
benefit to the receiving country, and (3) transport. 
; 

4. I gathered that the Vatican's new agency is 
hardly functioning yet or at any rate is only in the 
preliminsry fact-finding stage. It may well be that 
after its initial launching on 5 flow of Christian 
charity, it will founder on a ses of frustration and 


’ 


incapacity. But in the mean 


Lt} tine the iron is hot for 
ti striking and Oontini asked me to obtain for him 
* 
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information I conld on any aspect of the subject. 
Te asked me for a Memorandum on what I conld tell him 


a ) wsAsee || lat = +2 $ -_ _ se eo » ‘Tr mt 5 cy 
of your letter, but in fact there is not very much that 
i no Y _ IY —TeA YY ~ + . . _ o 7 ote aw) g amak4 wn 
| can use. Can you let me have a lot more information? 


Couldn't perhaps the Vatican orgnaisation work very 
closely with the new international body, or the Vatican 
represented on the latter body? In the meantime 
can make goou use of anvthing at al 
e out, and the more I can assist t¢ 
and figures, the more likely are th 


- 


1 that you can send 
he Vatican with facts 
ey to help. 


Yours ever, 
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My dear Osborne, 


As you may have hered from the print and telegrams 
(if you receive sy te Majesty's Government have for 

some months been ma®ing great efforts to bring about a- 
large-scale international solution of the refugee and 
displaced persons problem, and there has been a series of 
conferences etc. to deal with it. As a result, we hope, 

as soon as we can get the scheme over the remaining hurdles, 
to create a new International Refugee Organisation, whose 
business it will be to collect all the necessary data 

about non-repatriable displaced persons and refugees, to 
take charge of them and to do whatever may be possible to 
resettle them in new countries. 


2. The people who need resettlement fall into 
various groups. Our most immediate pre-occupation is the 
Poles of the Polish armed forces in the west, towards whom 
we have assumed a special responsibility. We have about 
one hundred and eighty three thousand of these on our 
hands, whom we are most anxious to get settled somewhere as 
soon as possible, together with such members of their © 
families as can be traced and brought to join them, We 
have been negotiating with the Dominions and with the 
Latin American States — particularly with Brazil - in the 
hope of finding suitable places for the resettlement of 
these very deserving people,and have recently made some 
progress, though the problem still bristles with 
difficulties. 


5. There are further large numbers of Poles, Yugoslavs 
and others who were on our side during the war, but 
whom we generally call "innocent dissidents" (a phrase 
which to the Russians and their satellites seems a 
contradiction in terms). They are, for the most part, 
the remains of the original armies, or of the slave workers 
deported by the Germans, though in some cases they are also 
more recent refugees and fugitives from the present rézimes 
in their countries of origin. You must be pretty familiar 
with this aspect of the question in Italy, which I understand 
is full of innocent refugees of various kinds from 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, 


4. Then there are a certain number of victims of 
German persecution of other kinds, who cannot go back to 
Germany or elsewhere, and deserve international help. And 
there are, of course, largish groups of stateless people 
and other flotsam and jetsam of the war years, whom we are 
very anxious to see re-established in some kind of tolerable 
conditions. 


Se When I was in New York last month I was approached 

by Monsignor O'Boyle, and other representatives, whom I 
had met on previous occasions, of the American "National 
"Catholic Welfare Conference" which, as you know, is the 
main body for the co-ordination of Catholic welfare and 
charitable work in the United States, and which has bi: 
very 
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very much interested both in the question of Buropean relief 
and in the refugee problem generally, They were extremely 
well informed about our plans, and Were very anxious to 
help to mobilise American opinion in support of them, and 

to do anything they could to further our schemes for the 
resettlement of these unfortunate people, 


6. It appears that they have already sponsored and 
financed a certain number of successful refugee resettlement 
Schemes in Latin America, and are particularly interested 
in the resettlement of Poles. They explained that they 
had already got the American Catholic hierarchy to ask the 

atican to make an appeal through the Catholic Bishops in 
Latin America for grants of land, funds ete. to Polish 
refugees in various Latin American countries. This appeal 
had I gathered already borne fruit and led to some useful 
results, particularly in Colombia - where I understood them 
to say that sane two hundred and fifty families of Poles 
had already been settled on land made available as a result 
of local voluntary charitable effort. They were also very 
anxious to help over the resettlement of the Uniat Ukrainians, 
the exiled Lithuanians, and the more recent refugees from 
Slovenia, 


7, It has occurred to us that it might be very useful 
if, provided you see no objection, you could have a talk 


with the people at the Vatican about this problem, explain 
them how keen We are to try and get it satisfactorily 
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se sottiea, and encourage them to renew their sppeals to the 
eta: Ky : 


| ne 
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satin American-Hiérarchy to help over the resettlement of 


¥ Poles and..others in Latin America, If they feel they could 
; help in other directions as well, it would of course be all 


wT F to the good. 
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inmigration laws and immigration problems of their own, 


8. There is one point which is of special concern to 
USe Apart from our own Poles in the Polish armed forces 
in the west, we have a very large number of Poles - possibly 
aS many as two hundred thousand —- in our Zone in Germany who 
cannot remain there for ever, but who in many cases for 
excellent reasons feel they cannot go back to Poland under 
its present régime, fhe Americans also have at least an 
equal number of Poles in their Zone, There are also in 
both Zones large numbers of Latvians, Lithuanians and Uniat 
Ukrainians. Our plans for international action have been 


i held up by various difficulties, so that the new International 
> 


pees Organisation may not be formed until well on in 


next year, Meanwhilé, both we and the Americans are anxious 
Ato reduce the problem as far as we can, and there is ame 
danger of 4 very enbarrassing cottpetition developing between 
the Americans and ourselves as to which of us can get these 
non-repatriable refugees out of our respective Zones first, 
The Americans naturally have a pull over us in regard to 
Latin America, but we cannot compensate this by sending ours 
to the Daninions, since all our Dominions have their strict 


As a result it is possible that all the available 

\ Opportunities for resettlement in Brazil and elsewhere in 
jLatin America will be snapped up by the Americans, and filled 
by immigrants from the American Zones in Germany and Austria, 
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hefore we can get anything done for the people from our 
4ones. We are very anxious to prevent this fron 
happening, and though you would obviously have to use 
great discretion in hinting at this aspect of the 
question to the Vatican, it is a further reason why we 
are anxious that the Vatican should help us in any way it 
can.and.should-realise both that we have a special 
problem of our own, and that we have,-in fact, been the 
leaders in the Campaign for international action. 


Yours ever, 
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a5 wv EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM THE BRITISH CONSULATE 
» ere C, * 
oY ENS ae c 
{aS NR: GENERAL, GENOA. DATED 24th May, 1946 
\J a a 
Ch - — sap—eoen a ee 
: y J t 
pr @\ A member of my etext was to-day approached by 
eke Don Aurelio Torrazza, Monsignor Siri's right-hand man, 
$38 With a view to Pateiniver. a passport for Ing. Robert 
» Ws? Forcon de Tourenne. The passport is required to 
\\‘ Gnable De Touremne to accompany Don Torrazza to Brazil 


on a special secret mission in connection with the 
Vatican's intention to organise a large scale em 
to that country of anti-cormmnist political refugees. 
Don Torrazza explained that De Tourenne is to so as 
technical advisor on the shipping side of the question, 
but X was under the impression that this reason was an 
excuse with which to cover the real reasons for De 
Tourenne’s departure. In X's opinion the Vatican 
(or perhaps Monsignor Siri himself) is anxious to place 
De Tourenne in safety in case he should one day find 
himself unable to remain in this country and compelled 
to return to Fr: ince where he would certainly be tried 
as & GPL LADOEN TEs Ste The Vatican would also make 
rood use of De Toure enne, Who is violently anti-conmunist 
once he had arrived in Brazil. 







7. 


Don Torrazza explained that as De Tovrenne was a 
Vichyite Cs and therefore persona non grata to the 
present French Consular authorities, it was necessary 
to obtain a passport for him from some other Consulate, 
preferably South American. It was at Monsignor Siri's 
Buggestion that he, Don Torrazza, had come to ask for 
&dVices Don Torrazza stated that the Vatican, 
although it would naturally not figure in the affair 
for reasons which were only too obvious, was prepared 
to pay something extre, in other words bribe, in order 
to obtain the passport. - 


It was pointed out to Don Torrazza that we knew 

none of the Consuls of the South American Republics, 

nor any of their staffs, but that in our Op Anton the 
Vatican, or its representatives in this matter, would 
be well advised to deal ina straichtforward man mer and 
make use of what influence was at their: disposal in 
French official circles, either at the French Embassy 
in Rome or at the Quai d'Orsay. And just in case Don 
Torrazza's intention was to sound other possibilities,he 
was informed that no British or American consular official 
would lend himself to such a proposal. 


Don Torrazza then mentioned that De Tourenne was 
related to the newly-elected President of the Argentine, 
Colonel Peron, and asked whether something could be 
done from that direction. The reply was that if 
Colonel Peron was willing to assist a relative by 
authorising the grant of an Argentine passport to a 
French subject, that was purely Colonel Peron's 
responsibility. and an act which he, as head of a 
State, was no doubt permitted to authorise. The 
Vatican in that case Would not be guilty of bribery 
and a Consular official of corruption. 


/Don 
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British Legation to the Holy See, 
91/°/46 Rom? -. 
| \ June 13th, 1946. 


Dear Malcolm, 


On receipt of your letter 256/14/46 of the 
Oth May regarding Vatican emigration plans I at once 
got in touch with the Vatican and yesterday Monsignor 
Montini, Under Secretary of State to the Holy See, 
pla 


asked me to call on him to explain the nositionde we. 
iit He informed me that the Vatican were indeed 
ereatily interested in the Shantdi tee ss ae ee 
the emisration of displaced persons - |: garians, 
Halts, Yugoslavs etc. etc. =- from Saadnie. especially 
Italy, to countries in South America, especially 
Brazil and the Ar; sentine, and also to Canada and 
Australia. It wou be an exaggeration to speak of 


"mass" emi ration ly “put the Vatican were thinking of 
group, and not individual emigration. 


50 No official negotiations had yet been opened 
with any of the above countries, nor had any decision 
been taken by the Vatican, still less had any 
appointments in this connexion been offered to 
anyone, as indicated in the report of the Consulate 
General at Genoa on the 2oth april. / 

Le 


Malcolm, Ese, 
British Embassy, 
R OME « 











Le in the next few weeks, however, certain 
recommendations would be made by a Vatican committee 


appointed to study the question, and Monsignor Montini 
promised to let me know the results. 


5. = the-meanwhile he would be grateful to know 
a | 


wheth wé have any plans or views regardine emigration 
ink mieht be of assistance to the Vatican, an 
especially what possibilities might be offered of 

> ow Al 


emigration to Canada and Anstralie. 


f ar - t. ‘7 7 ov sa. a ~ “ ’ . 
Ci ou let me havemy information on the above 


P.S. I have just seen this report in yesterday's 
AeR.I. bulletin. 


Italian Catholic Committee for 2migration. 

Following the studies, findings and proposals of an 
investigation Comm ttee appointed last August from among 
orominent authorities in the field of emigration, a "Cathol- 
ic National Comaittee for Emigration”, sponsored by the 
Catholic Institute of Social obivity (I.C.A.S.) was 
formally established atcut the middle of May last. The 
Committee pronoses to unify the work of the many Catholic 
organisations interested in Italian emigration, to promote 
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closer contacts with Catholic orreanisations providing 
Remirera s* nee Hros : ine v ag 
i emi nt: needs abro qd, nd, finally, to collect 
studies, data and documents on emigration and its 
problems. The Italiah Catholic Workers! Leacue NARMO 
| ag de ges, a , rab | re ox 4 ee | v4 . > 
ine Confederation of Italian Cc Operatives, "Aiuto 
, es = om» al va a“ c A a) 
Cristiano", the National Arts and Craft entre, and 
other Societies promoting the welfare of emirrants 
nave signified their willingness to serve on 
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Same time over a Section loogine after italian enigrants 
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spiritual lfare, xpressed, the Committee his 
appreciation and encourag ny 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
ROME. 
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